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A Johannine Farewell

      III John 12-14
Introduction: 
Majority of writers teach that all of the writings of John were written around AD 85-90 and that John wrote them from Ephesus.
In 1976 J.A.T. Robinson was doing research to prove the late date (Redating the New Testament). Instead he wound up endorsing the early date. I believe that he was correct. 
Background – “by my understanding”
· The apostle John was in Jerusalem.

· Gaius was in Asia Minor 

· The date was AD 64/65

· This would be just prior to the Jewish war during which the Temple was destroyed, AD 66-70
Possible scenario for the three epistles might be:

· John had written the Gospel while he was in Asia Minor (Ephesus) in the early 60’s and left it there as an evangelistic tool.

· He returned to Jerusalem and after a few months or years wrote the three epistles at about the same time.
· He sent them by one messenger (Demetrius) 
· I and II (II a cover-letter for I John), went to the same church (Ephesus?) and III John went to the house of Gaius, probably in another area of Asia Minor.
· Demetrius reversed the steps of Paul who had traveled from Ephesus to Jerusalem a few years earlier, 58/59 (Acts 20 and 21).
While this is conjectural and cannot be proved, it does not violate any of the information that we know for sure.
In III John, John was writing a letter to Gaius. He did not write it to the church because Diotrephes would not have let it be read.

Commendation for Gaius


Condemnation for Diotrephes


Recommendation for Demetrius

The Recipient - Gaius
The Renegade – Diotrephes  

The Representative – Demetrius 
I. Praise of the Faithful – Demetrius - 12

If Gaius was going to have Demetrius as a house guest and have him teach in the church, he needed to have some information about him.

A. Praised by All

All, who were in a position to know Gaius, gave him a good testimony. This may have included those in other churches where Demetrius had ministered.
B. Praised by The Truth

1. Some suggest that “the truth” is a reference to Jesus, the Truth. John 14:6 (F.F. Bruce – p 155)
2. The truth that Gaius taught.
3. The truth that Gaius lived.

“because they went forth for His name’s sake, ﻿﻿taking nothing from the Gentiles - verses 5-8.
C. Praised by the Apostles

And we also ﻿﻿bear witness and you know that our testimony is true.
“Our” is plural. It is not just John but the other apostles as well.
Demetrius had been in Jerusalem. The apostles knew him.
II. Plans for the Future - 13-14a

A. Past - I Had Many Things to Write 
B. Present - I Don’t Wish to Write Now

C. Promised - I Will Come Shortly

III. Peace to Friends 14b (or 15)

A. Peace Emphasized 

B. People Identified

1. The Friends Here Greet You
2. You Greet the Friends There

Conclusion:
Lessons from Third John
A. Christians Are Not Always What They Should Be
1. We may have to serve in the face of opposition from other brethren
2. Will we allow this to affect our service?

B. Christians Often Imitate Other Christians
1. John says to imitate what is good for two reasons:

a. Those who do good are of God

b. Those who do evil do not know God
2. What example are we setting in the local church?  Whom are we imitating?

3. Gaius had the example of Diotrephes and Demetrius.  

Whom do you suppose he would seek to imitate?

C. Christians Often Allow the Spirit of Diotrephes to Reign
1. Diotrephes was successful because some of the members...

a. Allowed Diotrephes to dominate.
b. Would not take a stand for the truth.
c. Would not support those who took a stand for the truth.
2. Diotrephes was successful because there was a certain climate of complacency and cowardice within the local church.
